 BEPOLUX PRIZE 2011 REGULATIONS

Article 1:  Creator of the prize
The BEPOLUX PRIZE 2011 is an initiative from Bepolux VZW, the Belgian Polish Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce, organized under the responsibility of the latter. Bepolux is a Belgian non profit organization created in 1960 which aims at promoting trade and investment relations between Belgium, Luxembourg and Poland.

Article 2:  Aim of the award and frequency 
The prize has been created in order to:

1. Show appreciation to a Belgian or Luxembourg company with excellent business achievement in Poland;
2. Inspire and stimulate other companies to realize growing business performances in the framework of Belgian/Polish/Luxembourg business relations; 

3. Familiarize a larger public with the Bepolux aims and organization. 

The prize will be awarded for the first time in 2011; Bepolux shall decide about further continuation and distribution of the prize in the future. As from 2012 the prize will be alternate awarded to a Polish, Belgian and Luxembourg company.
Article 3:  The jury
1. Bepolux has to designate a number of members of the jury. These members are designated on basis of:
a. Their objectivity and independence; 

b. Their information gathering;

c. Their social commitment ;

d. Their experience with the Belgian/Polish/Luxembourg business development.

2. The jury will make a well motivated designation of the award winner, i.e. the company among the candidates that meets the election criteria (see article 7) in the best way. In case of an even vote, the chairman of the jury will have a casting vote. 

3. The jury shall make a careful and independent judgment, based on the criteria specified in these regulations.  The jury shall not be influenced by third parties. 

4. The jury will have 5 members, including the chairman designated by Bepolux.
5. The jury will be in force from March 1st, 2011 until and including September 22nd, 2011.
6. The members of the jury oblige themselves to keep all issues concerning the award deliberations secret.  There will be no correspondence or any communication about the decisions taken by the jury.

 

Article 4:   Who can participate? 
1. All Belgian and Luxembourg companies active in the manufacturing and service sectors can apply; financial institutions cannot participate.
2. The Head Office must be registered on the Belgian or Luxembourg Trade Register

3. Companies must have been actively exporting to or producing in Poland for a minimum of 3 years 

4. Subsidiary companies can also apply but documentation must be submitted by the Head Office 
5. For exporters the products or services must have their origins in Belgium or Luxembourg; for investors the production must be in Poland.
Article 5: How to apply 
1. Candidates can apply between March 1st and May 31st 2011. The opening of the participation period will be made public by the media and the communication network of Bepolux.
2. The application form will be available on website www.bepolux.be, and will have to be send back by the candidate to email address info@bepolux.be. The reception date of this email will be the date of registration of the application.
3. ATTENTION, to confirm this application the candidate will have to send a dated and signed version of his application to Bepolux (before May 31st) at the following address: Diamant Building, Bd Reyers 80, 1030 Brussels. 
4. All applications shall be written in English.

5. The candidate declares to waive any claims towards Bepolux or the members of the jury, including, -although not limited to-, claims concerning intellectual property.
The participant acknowledges and declares that he will hold BEPOLUX and the jury members harmless against any and all claims or other actions from third parties, such as -but not limited to- claims related to intellectual property. 

6. De candidate declares to authorize an audit of antecedents, such as annual accounts, by a chartered accountant. 
7. The participation is free for Bepolux members.  Non members will pay a participation fee of 100 €.
 
Article 6:  Registration of the candidates
1. Only fully completed and timely introduced application forms will be validated. 
2. By participating, the candidate declares to agree with the regulation of the Bepolux Prize. 
3. The participant’s candidacy shall be considered as registered when confirmed by email by Bepolux.

4. Participants whose participation file does not contain all required information or inexact information in order to present a correct presentation of their position will be excluded or eventually loose their title. 

Article 7: Jury election criteria

The prize will be won by the most successful Belgian or Luxembourg company exporting to or producing in Poland. The jury will select the winner on the following criteria:
1. growth strategy and ambition on the Polish market; 
2. Integration and impact on social, economical, cultural development in Poland, locally and regionally.  
3. Showing vision in new niche markets, daring innovation to embark on new opportunities 

4. Perseverance in the conquest of the market, adaptation of the products and services to the Polish taste and standards

5. Originality of approach (protection, environment, design, research,…) 

6. The visibility on the Polish market 

7. The evolution of the market share 

Article 8:  The prize ceremony
The prize will be awarded on September 22, 2011. 

The winner of the BEPOLUX PRIZE 2011 shall be chosen by the jury out of five nominees. The award will remain in the possession of the winner. The five nominees will be informed of their status beforehand and invited to the ceremony. The award winner will not be informed beforehand, this will be announce at the ceremony. 

Article 9:  Confidentiality

1. Bepolux and the jury will treat and keep all applications as strictly confidential. Provided information which is marked as confidential shall not be distributed to third parties. 

2. Filed applications shall remain the property of the rightful applicant. The applicant agrees that the application form and all other information which has been provided, shall not be returned and remain available for statistic or promotional purposes. 

3. The prize-winner shall co-operate with the PR- and marketing activities which the organization shall initiate in reference to the prize ceremony. As the case may be, the prize-winner also agrees to provide a short description (50 words maximum) that Bepolux shall be allowed to use for promotional activities

4. The prize-winner shall attend all Bepolux activities during one year free of charge. 


Article 10: Liability
Bepolux and the members of the jury shall not be liable in any way for the use or misuse of any applications by third parties, nor for theft or any other form of loss of the application (or its content), gross negligence excepted. 

Article 11:  Personal Data Protection Act
The participant agrees to the fact that certain personal particulars are processed by Bepolux for participation to the “Bepolux prize 2011” purposes. In accordance with the Personal Data Protection Act, the participant has the right to obtain access to inspect its data in the Bepolux file and if required request the correction thereof by addressing this to Bepolux. Apart from the aforementioned goals, Bepolux shall not use nor distribute the participants data to third parties. 
 

Article 12:  Applicable law
1. This regulation shall be governed by Belgian law.
2. By filing its application, the participant automatically declares to have carefully read and approved this Bepolux 2011 prize regulation. 
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